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Summary of FMCSA Stakeholder Conference Call Re: COVID-19 

April 15, 2020 

 

On Wednesday, April 15, 2020, FMCSA hosted a conference call with industry stakeholders to 

answer questions about FMCSA’s response to the COVID-19 national emergency. During the call, 

FMCSA Acting Administrator Jim Mullen fielded several questions on a wide range of topics.  

 

What commodities are covered under the emergency declaration? Administrator Mullen 

fielded several questions requesting clarification on which commodities are covered under the 

declaration. He reminded stakeholders that fuel and liquified gases used in refrigeration and 

cooling were recently added to the list of exempt commodities. He also sought to clarify the agency 

interpretation of “immediate precursor raw materials” stating that FMCSA considers these to be 

goods that are “one link in the supply chain” away from a covered commodity. The Administrator 

also reemphasized that pet food and their immediate precursors do not qualify.  

 

How is FMCSA working to address State Driver’s Licensing Agency (SDLA) issues? 

Several questions were asked about the difficulty drivers are having getting needed services at 

their SDLA. Administrator Mullen said they are in close contact with the SDLA’s, State Governors’ 

Offices, the National Governor’s Association and the American Association of Motor Vehicles 

Administrators and is closely monitoring progress. Some state DMV’s are beginning to reopen, 

mostly by appointment. The Administrator reminded stakeholders of the waivers and enforcement 

guidance that has been issued to help drivers and SDLA during the crisis.  

 

How long will the emergency last? Administrator Mullen reiterated the nationwide FMCSA 

Emergency Declaration is set to expire on May 15, 2020. There is currently no plan to extend the 

date at this time, however, the Administrator reminded everyone the situation is extremely fluid 

and FMCSA will continue to reexamine the termination date as new information emerges.  

 

What’s coming next? While the Administrator did not indicate an additional announcement is 

imminent, he expressed his openness to continue to facilitate the movement of goods and people 

during this emergency. He indicated FMCSA was monitoring commodity flow, capacity, shortages 

and the need for emergency relief when considering whether additional commodities should be 

added to the list. The Administrator remained open to considering additional commodities or 

waivers and asked that stakeholders with specific examples of needed relief communicate those 

with FMCSA.  

 

If you have additional commodities or waiver requests, STC is happy to facilitate a conversation 

with FMCSA to discuss possible relief.  Contact: Sean Garney at sgarney@scopelitisconsulting.com 
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